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42. The Church 
I. Introduction 

Jesus says “I will build my church and the gates of Hell will not destroy it.” What is that 
church? What is Jesus talking about? 
Let me say something in summary up front. As you read through the New Testament; 
as you listen through the sermon, you learn very quickly that the church is NOT a 
building. I know we talk about “going to church” and we are talking about coming into 
this physical structure. 
But, the church is not a building. That is simply nowhere in scripture. The church is not 
a denomination. The church is not any human organization. 
The church is the assembly of true believers. That is my working definition as I tend to 
use it quite a bit. The church is the assembly of true believers. When you and I are in 
isolation, when we are off by ourselves, we are not “the church”. When we gather 
together, when we assemble, we are the church and it is the assembly of TRUE 
believers. Not everyone who comes into the doors of this building is a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. Not everyone who appears to be a part of the visible church is actually part of 
the invisible church, the true church, the church made up of people whose hearts are 
known by God. Augustine says “Many sheep are without and many wolves are 
within.” 
The church is not a building. It is not a human structure or organization. It is the 
assembly of true believers. 
With that as kind of an overview, what I would like to do is to look at four of the major 
metaphors of the church that are used throughout the New Testament. There are quite a 
few, actually…Bride of Christ…and others that are really good, but there are four that 
occur more frequently than others and I want to look at them. I have two goals in doing 
this. I want you to know where I am headed. 
Goal #1 is that I want us to define the church Biblically and I don’t want us to define the 
church according to human tradition. Human tradition is incredibly strong and it 
pervades our thinking at levels much deeper than we possibly understand. I want to 
make sure that when we think of the church we are thinking of it in a Biblical way. 
Let me annoy you with two examples: Is this building a sanctuary? [Hmm…Don’t 
answer.] Well, there is the Old Testament. There is the Temple which God inhabited, 
but in the New Testament church [and you are going to have to listen to the sermon to 
believe me on this] this building is not a sanctuary. YOU are the sanctuary and we 
together are the sanctuary. It affects how we think of this building. 
Let me give you another example; don’t answer. Why don’t we baptize people 
immediately upon conversion? It is the ONLY model there is in Scripture. There is NO 
model other than baptism IMMEDIATELY following conversion. Philip preaches to the 
Ethiopian Eunuch; he becomes a Christian. Hey, there’s water! Stop the chariot! While 
we are inheritors of tradition; Baptist traditions, many of us, and unfortunately much of 
the Baptist tradition is that baptism is viewed as a ritual for joining a human 
organization. It is as unbiblical a notion as there is! It doesn’t exist anywhere in 
Scripture! Human traditions. 
Are you all annoyed now? Human traditions go very deep and I want to make sure, I 
could be wrong and you could be right, but I want to make sure that whatever we think 
of the church is Biblical and not according to human tradition. 
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But I have a second goal too and I want us to enjoy; I want us to enjoy God’s vision of 
what the church is and as we look at what the Church is, it will motivate us to act like 
the church. Vision of the church, motivation for what we should be. 

II. Christ is the Head of the Church 
The first of four metaphors is that Christ is the “Head” of the Church. Colossians 1:18 
Jesus is “the head of the body which is the church”. Jesus is the head and from the neck 
down, we are the body of Christ. 
Ephesians 1 is one of the stronger passages on this. Ephesians 1 beginning part way 
through verse 20 it says that God “raised Jesus from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one 
to come.” In other words, Jesus is pre-eminent in authority. There is NO authority over 
him! ALL authority exists under him. And he put “all things under his feet.” God put 
all things under Jesus’ feet and “gave Jesus as head over all things to the church which 
is his body.” 
Christ is the authority over ALL things. It is, after all, HIS CHURCH. This is not some 
religious organization where we all get a vote. This is not a democracy and NONE of us 
have the option of making church into what we THINK it should be. I am going to 
qualify that in a second, but I want to say that strongly. Not one of us has the option of 
making the church into what he or she thinks it should be, because Jesus is the boss. 
Jesus is the Head and we are called to implement what HE thinks the church should be. 
I heard a lot of discussion about who carries the vision in a church. There is only one 
vision who carries the vision in a church and it is not me! [I heard the Amen. You can 
say it if you want to.] It is not the Elders, but at the deepest, most profound level, the 
vision for the church is God’s vision for the church as expressed in God’s Word! And 
because we exist under his authority, it is our responsibility to try to find that center of 
the bull’s eye, that center of the Gospel, and say “that is his vision for the church, 
therefore it is our vision for the church.” He is the Boss. He is the Head and we live 
under his authority. 
It is easily forgotten, isn’t it? It is awfully easy to forget who is in charge. 
Unfortunately, we all know of stories, or perhaps we have actually been involved in 
them. Stories of pastors who forget that they are not in charge; they forget that Christ is 
the Head of their church and perhaps they start well, but then they start to use the 
pulpit to gain favors, sexual favors and monetary favors. About 2 months ago I started 
getting just a barrage of interesting questions and the first one, but they said “You are 
not going to become like one of those pastors who forget that church is about a ministry 
and get all consumed in the building, are you?” And I said “Well, I like to spend time 
there and watch it. I find it relaxing, but ‘No, by the grace of God, I won’t’.” Of course 
the minute that we think we can’t fall into sin, Satan has a toe hold, right? So I can’t say 
“No I will never become that kind of pastor, because then Satan has won.” But by the 
grace of God, it is not going to happen. It was an interesting question. 
But then it was almost day after that, people started saying “Thank you for not being 
that kind of pastor who is consumed with the church building and forgetting that you 
are here for the ministry.” It was person after person. And I thought, “What is going 
on?” Then I finally realized that most of you have been reading Francine Rivers new 
novel, The Shofar Blew. An interesting novel about a young pastor who started well 
and finished badly because he forgot who the boss was. 
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We all know stories of pastors who start well and finish poorly. We have all heard of 
stories, unfortunately, of secretaries and janitors who forget that it is Christ’s church 
and they wrestle control of the church from Elders and Pastors or whoever. You have 
heard stories like this. At one church I heard that the secretary decided it was “Her 
church” and actually ran the pastor out of town. 
They forget whose church it is. 
We probably all know examples of people who, by virtue of their longevity in the 
church, their giving to the church, their social status outside the church, whatever be the 
reason, but lay people who start thinking the THEY are the head of the church and that 
it needs to do what they think it needs to do. 
One of the most powerful sermons I have ever heard, was the “Stinking Money” 
sermon. I think I referred to this about a year ago. It happened quite a few years ago. 
There was a man in a church, wealthy, who had given and given and given and finally 
decided that he wanted something more than a tax deduction for his giving. He decided 
that it was his church and if he was going to support it than it jolly well better become 
what he wanted it to be and he went to the wrong pastor, and basically laid down the 
law. He shouldn’t have done that to this particular pastor, because the next Sunday he 
preached this “Stinking Money” sermon and he said “If you think that by giving money 
you are in charge, that somehow this church becomes your church, your money stinks 
and your stinking money is stinking up the offering and we don’t want no stinkin’ 
money! So stop giving!.” It was a good sermon, wasn’t it? 
We so easily forget, that this is Christ’s church. That HE is the authority. That HE is the 
boss and we all serve under that. Every person, whether you are an Elder or a Staff 
person, or a Lay person; every one of us is called to submit to God’s authority as 
expressed in God’s word. This does put church leadership in a somewhat difficult 
position, because as part of the leadership we are called to lead and we cannot be afraid 
to lead; that is our calling and that is our giftedness and yet, we must fear greatly the 
seduction of power and the possible corruption of the Gospel at our hands. So in 
leading, the leadership must submit to God’s vision for the church and God’s authority 
over the church. 
Christ is the Head of the Church. 

III. We are the Body of Christ 
The second metaphor is that we are the “Body of Christ”. This is a metaphor that 
developed in 1 Corinthians 12 especially; it occurs in various places. It is a powerful 
metaphor. 
The human body has a variety of needs. Our bodies have the need of walking, of 
talking, and or seeing and many other things. And because of the variety of needs that 
our body has, it has a variety of different parts to meet those needs so we have feet so 
we can walk … .and a mouth so we can talk… and eyes so that we can see. 
The same is true of Christ’s body; that Christ’s body has a variety of needs because it is 
full of people and therefore, because of the variety of needs it has many different parts, 
that’s you and me, and it has many different parts to meet the many different needs. 
For instance, in 1 Corinthians 12:7 Paul writes “To each is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good.” 
To every one of us is given a gift, a manifestation of the Spirit, a gracious, undeserved 
gift, and we are to use that gift, not to our own advantage but for the common good, for 
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the good of Christ’s body. And then Paul continues and spells out what some of those 
gifts are. 
There is a sense in which all of us are called to treat one another with mercy; deserved 
or undeserved. There is a sense in which all of us have details in our lives and we have 
to attend to the details of our life. There is a sense in which all of us are called to serve 
in whatever capacity we have. So, in a sense, these are all to be characteristics of our 
lives in general, BUT, to some of you God has given a supernatural, an amazing gift of 
mercy so that long after normal folk have given up, you can still extend mercy and can 
still extend grace and can still love. 
Some of you have been given the gift of administration. You actually LIKE working 
with details. If there has ever been a supernatural gift given, that’s got to be it, because I 
don’t know how ANYBODY can like details. They are the bane of my existence. 
Some of you have been given uncanny ability to serve; to see needs; to be perceptive 
and then to know how to follow up. 
Some of us have been given gifts of teaching, and while all of us have to be able to 
explain the hope that is in us, there are some who are especially gifted to move the 
church towards the middle of the Bull’s eye and say “This is the Gospel!” “This is 
primary to what we are about.” 
That is what Christ’s body is all about. That we have these gifts and they are to be used 
for the “COMMON GOOD”. 
One of the worst things that can happen in the human body is when part of it decides to 
stop working. If your kidney decides to take a break, where do you spend the rest of 
your life? On dialysis. If your pancreas decides to stop working, you have to take 
insulin shots. 
And when one part of the human body stops working it puts its load on the rest of the 
body that the body was never designed to carry, ever! 
I made the mistake of going out Friday night and playing basketball with Tyler and I set 
one pivot - and that was the only pivot I set the entire night because my knee buckled. 
My left knee is gone. It quit working on me. I played too much basketball; don’t feel 
sorry. But what happened? This part of me stopped working, so my right knee has to 
pick up the load. It can’t do it! It is sore now too. My ankle is sore. My lower back is 
sore. My head is sore and my ego is deeply wounded. But part of my body stopped 
working and the rest of my body is suffering because it wasn’t designed to carry the 
weight. I was designed to have two knees. That is the way God put my body together 
and without one of those knees my body can’t function. And the same is true of Christ’s 
body. 
We talk about the 80/20 rule where 20% of the people do 80% of the work. That is 
NEVER the way that the church was designed to function. It is a terrible way! It puts 
this untold weight and pressure on parts of the body that that part was never designed 
to do and what happens is that people are taken out of their area of giftedness, or their 
challenge, or wherever God has called them and he’s got them over here and you have 
to do this because if you don’t do it it’s not going to get done. Sometimes I think we just 
shouldn’t let it get done and see if it implodes. 
There are those among us who have the gift of encouragement. You have this uncanny 
ability that I do not have, to look at a person and say “That person is hurting. I need to 
go to that person, get to know them, encourage them, share Christ with them if they are 
not a believer.” But then, when you don’t do that, then it puts the load on the other part 
of the church; the ungifted part of the church and the ungifted part is made to carry not 
only their load but your load as well. 
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There are people here who are gifted to serve, but if you sit on the fringe, if you refuse 
to participate, then you are not working for the common good of the body. 
The statistic that 40% of Evangelical Christians doesn’t give a penny to their church or 
to any other cause [I don’t think all of your money has to come here.]. But 40% of 
Evangelical Christians doesn’t give a PENNY to the work of Christ! And I would like to 
believe that we are different but I know that we are not. I don’t know any of your 
giving records; I can’t know them and I don’t want to know them, but I know the trends 
and what happens when that 40% doesn’t carry its load, it puts an amazing amount of 
weight on the 60% to carry your load. The BEST thing that could happen in terms of 
body life in this church is that all the parts of the body of Christ would say “I have been 
gifted, I have been called, I have been ordered [whatever pushes your motivational 
button] to use what God has given me for our “common good”. Not for my 
advancement but for the good of the church. 
You see, the church is not what I get out of it. That is not what it is about. It is not about 
“Well, what is in it for me?” The church is about what we can do for each other. 
If I could rephrase a well-known saying, I would say “Ask not what Christ’s body can 
do for you. Ask what you can do for Christ’s body.” And I know that there is a point at 
which if you have children, you want to make sure they are going to be loved and cared 
for. I think that is fine, that is all part of it. We have to make those decisions. And yet, 
the basic thrust of life within the body of Christ is not my left knee saying “what’s in it 
for me?” It is “How can I use what I have been gifted and called to do so the body can 
function in a healthy and a normal way; the way in which God intended it to be.” And 
what happens is when we all do that, we become a symphony and each of us are 
instruments in the symphony and we start playing in balance and we start playing in 
harmony when we all work together for the common good of the body of Christ. That is 
what it is all about in the metaphor of the Body of Christ. 

IV. The Church is a Family 
There is a third metaphor that is especially powerful and that is that the church is a 
family. I want to put a qualification in here right up front because I know for some 
people the idea of us being a family is the farthest thing from what you want because 
you were raised in a highly dysfunctional, highly abusive background. I know the 
statistics and statistically the church, the evangelical church itself, is no different than 
the rest of the world. If you don’t believe that, pick up Kent Hughes’ book “Set Apart”. 
It has all the research numbers from the Barna Group in it. I understand that statistically 
a significant portion of men are addicted to pornography. I know that a significant 
number of you ladies and men have been the subject of sexual abuse by your fathers 
and by your mothers, by your brothers and sisters and by your uncles and aunts. I am 
not going to be naive. We are not going to be naive and say “somehow Satan hasn’t had 
any effect on this body”. That would be foolishness! 
You need to hear this, and you may not be able to accept it intellectually, but God’s call 
is that you believe it by faith, and that is that God’s family has a perfect Father. His 
children are messed up, but God is a perfect Father who always loves, who always 
disciplines properly, who is NEVER too busy for you, and who never, ever touches you 
in the wrong place. If you can’t get that into your mind, pray that God gets it into your 
heart and that you believe that that is the God who is our Father. Having said that, 
move on. The church is a family with a perfect Father. 
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God is into relationships is another way to say the same thing. God is into relationships. 
God didn’t die for things. He’s going to burn it all up anyway. He really doesn’t care 
that much relative to you and me. He died for the world! He died for people! And 
relationships with people should also be our priorities as well. God is into vertical 
relationships. He wants a relationship with YOU and that is why he is our Father and 
he calls us his son or his daughter! It is why he calls us his children…1st John 3:1…”See 
what kind of love the Father has given us that we should be called Children of God and 
so we are.” God is into these vertical relationships where he wants to be our Father and 
we can be his son and his daughter. But God is also into horizontal relationships as 
well. God is also into horizontal relationships and therefore you and I are sisters and 
brothers. This is NOT a religious organization. 
If you want an organization go join the Country Club. At least you can play golf there. 
This is NOT a human organization; it is not a religious organization. It is a FAMILY! 
And you and I are brothers and sisters and so when I look out and see someone I don’t 
know, I say “There is someone who is in my family. I am going to spend eternity with 
him. I need to get to know him. Honey, did you put anything in the crock pot?” It is 
looking at people and leaving the stuff on the surface and looking deep into people’s 
eyes and seeing hurt and pain and caring about it! You see, this is what a family does. If 
you want something else, go play AAU basketball or something, but that is not what 
this is. God is into relationships, vertically and horizontally. 
If I could say it differently I would say “God is into community.” Yes, we walk through 
the Pearly Gate one person at a time. There is no group plan. There is no family 
package; we go through one at a time, but what is on the other side? Family! 
Community. A new Dad and brothers and sisters. God is into community. 
There are a lot of verses that talk about this but one of the verses that has hit me 
recently is Hebrews 10:24 where the author says: “Let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and to good works.” 
That is a great verse! Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works. You can’t do that by yourself. It is absolutely impossible to be obedient to 
Hebrews 10:24 if your idea of church is going out and looking at God’s creation and that 
is all it is. You CAN’T BE obedient to this and thousands of other verses if you and I try 
to live in isolation from our brothers and sisters. It is just nonsensical. It is disobedient. 
We must, in community, stir up one another to love, to stir up one another to do the 
right thing! God has prepared good works from before time that you and I might do 
them (Ephesians 2:10) For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 3:10 
What does that look like? What does it look like to be part of a community that stirs up 
one another to love and good works? 
I heard another metaphor and it was especially powerful. There are two sets of forces 
that work in us; both me individually and us as a group. So everything I have to say 
applies individually and corporately. There are two sets of forces at work in us, or 2 big 
dogs. Big Dog #1 is the power of sin and flesh and that Big Dog wants to grab us by the 
ankles and drag us down and destroy us and he is a powerful, powerful beast. 
Somebody commented that when you don’t feed him he gets even worse. It is a 
powerful animal, is it not; the power of sin and the power of flesh and its only intention 
is to destroy. 
But there is a second Big Dog in our life and that is the Big Dog of God’s Spirit working 
in our regenerate hearts. Now we know, theologically, that the Holy Spirit is the most 
powerful force and he can’t lose, but when it comes to issues of sanctification… When it 
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comes to issues of growing into holiness… God works in such a way that these two 
dogs are at war with us and fighting and snapping and chewing and dragging and the 
question is… Which dog wins? 
Do you know the answer to that? High school students - which dog wins? THE ONE 
YOU FEED! The dog that wins is the dog that you feed! So how are we going to be a 
Biblical community and how are we going to stir up one another to love and good 
works? We are going to feed the good dog. We are going to encourage one another 
towards holiness. 
There is a passage in Randy Alcorn’s book about snakes. It is an amazing passage and 
he is saying “I don’t want you to think about snakes. For the next 5 minutes don’t think 
about snakes…you know those long, squishy, squirmy kinds of things. Don’t think 
about them now! They are brown or spotted. Don’t think about snakes!” And then he 
says: “Have you thought about anything except snakes?” 
He says “But now think about God and think about his glory and his majesty and his 
wonder and his awesomeness and his grace and his mercy; the particularities of his 
character and how he has deemed it such that in his mercy and his grace he extends 
himself to sinners and he dies for us while we are sinners and he loves us and he draws 
us to himself and he makes us new! And has anyone thought about snakes in the last 30 
seconds?” 
Well, of course not. It is one thing to say “I am not going to feed the ugly dog; the bad 
dog.” And that is good! We need guard rails don’t we? But how many of us, long term, 
have ever responded to the “No! No! No! No! No! No! No!” method of Biblical holiness. 
“Now don’t think about snakes! Don’t think about snakes!” Does that work for 
anybody? It doesn’t work for me! 
You HAVE to starve the dog - the bad dog, but you also have to feed the good dog. You 
have to feed the Holy Spirit. You have to set before your eyes and your mind and your 
mouth that which will stir up one another to good works to empower, in our growth 
towards holiness, the Holy Spirit dog to win the battle. 
There is a powerful verse in Romans Chapter 8 that makes this point without metaphor. 
So for you people like me who think in terms of Biblical propositions this may be more 
powerful than the metaphor. Romans 8 starting at verse 5: 
“For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set 
the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and it is peace.” 
You see, Romans 8 cries out to us that if we are going to stir up one another to good 
works and to love, that we have to be willing to look at a person and ask him and say 
“What is your mind set on?” What is my mind set on? Because if your eyes and my eyes 
are set on the things of this world, on voyeurism and violence and materialism, things 
that hold out a promise but never satisfy and the more you get the less you have. Is that 
what your mind is set on? If it is, you are feeding the bad dog! And, what a shock! The 
bad dog is getting stronger and stronger and it is harder and harder to do what God has 
called us to do and we can’t understand! And I thought there was more “victory in 
Jesus”! 
And yet, we are stuffing our minds and our mouths with things of this world and we 
are setting our mind on the things of the world and we wonder why it is so hard to live 
a Christian life. 
Or, are you feeding the good dog and is your mind set on the things of the Spirit? Is 
your heart and mind, and my mind so full of Jesus Christ and the glory of God and the 
wonder of his salvation and the amazement of his mercy and grace that there is simply 
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no room for anything else? Because you see, when we DO that we are feeding the good 
dog. When we are setting our mind on the things of the Spirit we are being consumed 
with the glory of God and the other stuff just goes away! 
I remember when I finally made a decision “I am simply not going to fill my mind with 
that filth because it never leaves.” I have really bad short term memory and really good 
long term memory when it is “bad stuff” and I remember stuff from when I was 15 and 
16 years old, because my mind was not set on the things of God, it was set on the things 
of the flesh. 
Do you know what a mind set on the things of the Spirit looks like? Do you know what 
it looks like to be feeding the good dog? Philippians 4:8, I often talk about the 
Philippians 4:8 test. Here is how you feed the good dog. 
Here is how you set your mind on the things of the Spirit. 
”Finally brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable. If there is ANY excellence [and 
there is], if there is anything worthy of praise, [and there is!] think about [set your mind 
on] these things.” 
Can you and I take Philippians 4:8, put it on a sticky note and stick it on our television? 
Can you and I take Philippians 4:8, write it out on a sticky note and stick it on our 
calendar and look at how we spend our time? 
Can you and I write it out on a sticky note and stick it on your wallet and look at how 
we spend God’s wealth. It is not ours, right? We have already covered this. You are not 
even your own; your body is not your own, you were bought with a price, the precious 
blood of the Lamb of Jesus Christ. I am not my own. You are not your own. We have 
NOTHING to say, unless you want to go to Hell. We are his and he says “feed the good 
dog”. He says “Set your minds on the things of the Spirit if you want to end up in 
Heaven with me. If you want to have the kind of life that you were built for.” 
Can you and I pass the Philippians 4:8 test? Where is our mind set? 
You see, this is all just an example of a way in which you and I can stir up one another 
to good works. It is hard work, isn’t it? Discipleship is hard work, it is a lost art, because 
it is so hard to do and we tend to turn and say “You know what? I don’t want to deal 
with that.” So we turn our heads at our brothers and our sisters and we say “We are not 
really in the same family. I don’t really care what happens to you. Go to Hell if you 
need to, I don’t care.” 
Church is a family. This is NOT a religious organization. We are brothers and sisters 
and we are accountable to our Father, the perfect Father, in Heaven. That is God’s 
vision for this place and for every place that calls itself the church. 

V. We are the Temple of God 
But there is a fourth metaphor and that is that we are the Temple of God. In other 
words, God’s family has a home and that home is a Temple. And again, individually, 
and corporately we are the Temple of God. 
1st Corinthians 3:16 “You are God’s temple and God’s Spirit dwells in you.” 
My body is the Temple of the Holy Ghost. I will not join it to a prostitute. I will not do 
that which destroys it. That is the teaching of Scripture. 
But, we also, when we gather as the assembly of true believers, we also become the 
Temple of God. And what ideas do you associate with being in the very Temple of 
God? 
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I can think of two that scripture points out. That when we are in the Temple of God we 
exist in his very presence. And what happens when you stand face to face with God? 
You fall down and worship. 
As the Temple of God we worship in the very presence of God! 
Yes! He is in my heart! But God’s presence is here as we are together as a church, as the 
Temple of God, and we worship him. Do you know what that looks like? 
There is a place where there is no debate over hymns and choruses. I don’t know if you 
are aware of that or not. No debate over guitars and drums and what not. It is called 
Heaven. 
But, you know what? We already know what that is going to be like. If you want to 
know what real, full, unbridled, passionate, joyful worship is, all you have to do is look 
at the end of the story in the Book of Revelation, Chapter 5 and this is what worship in 
the Temple of God looks like. And I can’t say it any better than John so I am just going 
to read it. Revelation 5, starting at verse 6: 
“And before the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a lamb 
[that’s Jesus] standing as though it had been slain, with seven Horns and with seven 
eyes which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the Earth. And he went and 
took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne [God the 
Father] and when he had taken the scroll the four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders fell down before the lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense 
which are the prayers of the saints [our prayers exist as incense in the on-going, present 
worship service in Heaven as we speak.] And they sang a new song saying “Worthy are 
you to take the scroll and to open its seals for you were slain and by your blood you 
ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation and 
you have made them a kingdom of priests to our God and they shall reign on the Earth. 
[Do you see what they are doing? They are declaring who the Lamb is and they are 
declaring what the Lamb has done. That is worship! That is praise.] And then I looked 
and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders, the voice of many 
angels numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands saying with a loud 
voice “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 
might and honor and glory and blessing.” And I heard every creature in Heaven and on 
Earth and under the Earth and in the sea and all that is in them saying “To him who sits 
on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and might for ever and 
ever.” And the four living creatures said “Amen” and the Elders fell down and 
worshipped.” 
That is worship. 
I heard a really good sermon about how this eternal worship service is not something 
that is going to happen when we get to heaven, but it is going on right now! And that 
means when you and I gather to worship God, the whole goal is to enter into the 
worship service that is already going on in Heaven. It is to have our prayers become the 
incense and to enter into the declaration of who the Lamb is and the declaration of what 
the Lamb has done. I know so often that we hear the question, “Well, I don’t like the 
worship at that church.” Or “Well that was good worship today.” That is not the right 
question. ALL worship is right. If it is worship, it is right! The question is “Was I able to 
enter into the heavenly courts and worship the Lamb?” THAT is the question that we 
leave here pondering and rejoicing over. 
Was I able to declare who the Lamb is? Was I able to declare what the Lamb has done 
for me? You see, THAT is worship! 
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Worship is not about me! Guess what, it’s not about you either. I know, as hard as it is 
to understand, the universe does not revolve around me. It revolves around God. And 
the only worship there is, is the worship of the one true triune, awesome, wonderful, 
majestic God of the Universe and it is into his presence that we are called and it is into 
his presence that our prayers and our thoughts and our listening and our singing all 
brings us into. 
That is worship in the Temple. You know, I LOVE good worship. All worship is good, 
though, if it is TRUE and it is AUTHENTIC and we are able to enter into what is going 
on in Revelation chapter 5. 
You see, we are a Temple. There is a sense in which God is present here, that he is not 
present elsewhere because the whole world is not his temple. It is where there is an 
assembly of true believers who have become the church that we become, as a group, the 
Temple and we worship. 
But there is a second part to that as well and it is that when you think of God being in a 
Temple, and of you being in the Temple, the whole issue of our sin and his holiness 
HAS to be paramount. We sing “I want to see you high and lifted up” and the question 
I asked in the previous sermon is “Do you really want to see him high and lifted up?” 
Because every single time in Scripture, like Isaiah 6 and Ezekiel 1 when they see God 
high and lifted up, they end up flat on their faces because they know they are sinners 
and they are crying out “Woe is me for I am a sinner!” And God, in his mercy, extends 
forgiveness. 
So, when we are in the Temple, in the presence of our Holy God, worshipping our Holy 
God, we are cognizant, we understand our sin and the wrath sin causes. But it is out of 
that, and it is through forgiveness and what Christ has done on the cross that we are 
then called to holiness. That is where this all kind of fits in; the Temple, the presence of 
God, the worship of his holiness, and the call that you and I be holy as well. 
Paul makes this connection painfully explicit in 2nd Corinthians in Chapter 6. Paul has 
been talking about being unequally yoked and he is saying that you cannot join the 
Temple of God with idols. You just can’t do it. And then verse 16: 
“For we are the Temple of the living God. As God has said: [And listen to the 
implication that Paul brings out.] As God said: “I will make my dwelling among them 
and walk among them and I will be their God and they will be my people.” [There is 
your relationship family.] Therefore [because you are in the presence of a holy God] 
Therefore go out from their midst and be separate from them [from the world] touch no 
unclean thing, then I will welcome you and I will be a Father to you and you shall be 
sons and daughters to me says the LORD Almighty.” 
We are the Temple of God and that means we are called to be different from everyone 
else, because we come into the very presence, we worship the Holy God and we are 
called, in turn, to be holy as well. 
What does it look like to be called to this kind, the 2nd Corinthians 6 kind, of holiness? 
If I can continue my metaphor from earlier, on the one hand it means you starve the bad 
dog! You and I cannot pursue the holiness with which we are confronted when we 
gather in the Temple of God if we are FEEDING the bad dog! But the only way to do it 
is to STARVE the wicked dog and understand that when dogs get hungry they get 
meaner, but we must STARVE the wicked dog. We must NOT set our minds on the 
things of this world. 
Let me annoy you a little longer with Randy Alcorn…because he does such a great job 
of annoying me. Page 67 in “The Purity Principle”, the caption is “But.” 
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“But there are hardly any decent TV shows anymore.” Then stop watching TV. Read a 
book. Have conversations. A novel idea. 
“But all the new novels have sex scenes.” Then read the old novels. Read fiction from 
Christian publishers. 
“But I have subscribed to “Sports Illustrated” for years, back before they had the 
swimsuit issue.” Well, they have it now, so drop your subscription and tell them why. 
“It is almost impossible to rent a movie without sex and offensive language.” 
And he goes on and talks about some practical steps and then he says: 
“You know what? The Bible never commands us to watch movies.” [I really like Randy 
Alcorn.] It DOES command us “Guard your heart.” It is a battle. Battles get bloody. Do 
whatever it takes to walk in purity.” 
What does holiness look like? On one side it is we are starving the dog. 
This is the other side of it where we take Philippians 4:8 and we are going to use it to 
feed the regenerate dog and if something doesn’t pass the Philippians 4:8 test we will 
say “Do you know what? I would rather do what God has called me to do than that.” 
And I may want to do it. I may enjoy it, but it is wrong and I don’t want to feed that 
dog. I don’t want to set my mind on the things of the flesh. I want to feed the GOOD 
dog! 
I want to set my mind on the things of the Spirit and that which is pure and lovely and 
wholesome and wonderful and what is the reflection of the character of God. 
THAT is what I want to consume my life with. I want to be SO FULL of the glory of 
God there is NO ROOM FOR ANYTHING ELSE! 
That is feeding the regenerate dog and setting your mind on the things of the Spirit. 
We are the Temple of God. We worship and are called to holiness as we stand before 
the very presence of God. 
We are the Church of the Living God. We are the assembly of true believers. The 
Church is built by Christ; it is a supernatural reality. It CAN NOT be destroyed, but we 
can. 
The church that meets here can be destroyed. There is no guarantee for longevity. There 
is no guarantee that in 20, in 50, in 100 years the gospel will still be being proclaimed 
from this pulpit. I wish there were a way to do it. It is not possible. 
But God’s Church, and that is the important thing, isn’t it? God’s Church will never be 
destroyed. 
Christ stands at its Head, the authority over all things. We are his body, variously gifted 
members of the divine symphony. We are family; we are into relationships, stirring up 
one another to love and to good works, and we are his Temple, worshipping in his 
presence and walking in his Holiness. 
What else does the world have to offer that can even remotely compete with that? All 
that the world has is lies, deceit, and empty promises. The world has NEVER kept one 
of its promises because Satan is the father of lies and he has been lying from the 
beginning and you will not get one promise answered from the world. There is no 
satisfaction in this place. 
But rather, God’s vision for the church, this supernatural entity of which we are all 
parts, is an opportunity for us to worship and to walk in holiness. There is nothing else, 
absolutely nothing else. 
 


