40. Great Commission

We come to the end of the gospel story

Jesus has died to provide forgiveness and access to God

Raised from the dead to show he had earned victory over death

Context of glory/wonder/majesty/power that the disciples go north to Galilee

“Great Commission” (28:16-20)

(Some where not sure how to respond)

Jesus’s command is not only to the eleven

As the conclusion to the gospel, verses speak to all disciples/all times/all places

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me”

Phil 2:9-11

Jesus is Lord — Sovereign (“boss”) over absolutely everything

King of kings — Lord of lords

Think through what this means

Within the context of Jesus’ absolute authority that we understand the GC

Sovereign over the Natural world

Largest things in the natural world

Wind and rain, sickness and death

Volcanoes and earthquakes, hurricanes and tornadoes

Smallest things in the natural world

Our DNA and chromosomes; electrons circling neutrons

Germs that infect and the white corpuscles that protect

Sovereign over all Human authorities

Close—humanistic forces that seem invincible: city, state, nation

Political forces that seek to kill the unborn.

Far away — North Korea and Al-Qeda

Sovereign over the Spiritual world

Demons and Satan, the occult and the skinheads

Ghosts and mediums, psychics and tarot cards

Sovereign over the world religions

Muslims; Hindus; Buddhists, Animists; 

Mormons and JW and New Age and Spiritism and Superstition

Kneel in judgment

Sovereign over every part of every person

Our desires & goals, time & money

Abilities & dysfunctions, past & future.

Your children & friends, neighbors & co-workers

Jesus is Lord of All — Sovereign over all

It is this Jesus, to whom all authority has been given, who says …

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (v 19a)

God’s will? Make disciples

Become “learners,” followers of Jesu, disciples — make more

Cloning business

Therefore — ought/must do

I don’t have to wonder if I am supposed to make disciples

We have been told to do it

By the sovereign God

I don’t need permission from anyone else to do what Jesus tells me to do

Them — parents — school board — political powers

Still have to be wise in how I do it.

Freeing — Behind our witnessing/preaching stands the Sovereign Lord

His ambassadors (in school, work) — doing his bidding

Somebody doesn’t like it? Tough. I don’t answer to them.

Great Commission applies to every single one of us

“Go” is not an imperative — GC is primarily one command — “make disciples”

For some “go” will carry the force of a imperative — “all nations”

For others, GC equally applies to those of us who stay home

“All nations” includes my nation

Bloom where planted

How do we make disciples?

1. “Baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”

Begin to obey the GC when we are involved in evangelism — people becoming disciples

As we baptize new disciples in the name of the triune God

They are proclaiming that they have become his disciples

But I am not an evangelist!

Not my gift —someone else’s responsibility

GC is for all disciples, whether they are working in their home nation or “other” nations

Evangelism is more than street-corner witnessing and tent revivials

Evangelism happens …

our hearts are broken in desperation for our neighbors — knees (I believe in hell)

as our mouths are full of thanksgiving for what God has done

as our changed lives proclaim the change in our heart

as we explain our hope — share the ABC

Is this what our life look like?

Pray for opportunity to establish a relationship with neighbors — ignore

Mouths full of thanksgiving — consumed with critical spirit

Lives different — “salt of the earth”look just like every other kid at school

Are we ready to share? Live like we do not believe in hell?

People becoming disciples

2. “Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you”

Evangelism and Sanctification — people becoming/living as disciples

“We’re a GC church” — John 3:16 — “half a church”

“We’re a teaching church” — unaware about seekers — don’t care

Both are equally disobedient

“Teaching them all that I have commanded you” — content, doctrine, theology

Starts with basic theology

Shiloh Institute  — 52 Stories sermon

Biblically literate — Statement of Faith

More than just basic theology — KJV  “all things whatsoever”

Not all seminary professors

Every one of us must move beyond theological milk to meat

Heb 6:1-3

“Observe” — not only about doctrine but also about ethics — how we live

Not enough to simply know the right stuff — do the right stuff

Technical theological term: Know but don’t do — Fools (Mt 7:26)

Common example for Jesus: Pharisee

Much of the American church is on a starvation diet — not meat (doctrine)

Much of it is also spiritually obese

Take … eat … but the food never leaves their system

How do you do this? Teach to observe?

Can’t be done from the pulpit — not really (encourage, prompt)

By example — mentoring, discipleship — 1-1, 1-3, 1-10

Great Commission Starts at Home

1. Starts with me

I cannot impart what I do not possess

Learn and model — teach others, and watch them put it into practice

2. Continues with your (grand)children

Read the Bible/pray to learn

Make the most of opportunities to explain the character of God

Sunset — beauty of God

Homeless — go to school, or, We were once homeless and God cleaned us up and brought us into his family.

Godly model — maturity is more caught than taught

We desire God above all else, so our children will desire God

We live in such a way that our children want to know our God

 SHF is committed to helping you raise the next generation of believers — bldg

But if your child’s spiritual growth depends on what we do for 5-6 hours a week, there is a good chance it will fail and they will go to hell

Is your home a safe place, a learning place, a place of discipleship?

Half-time — MTV; ShowTime; HBO

Alcorn

Discipleship is hard work

Difficult choices — lost art

Can become joyful as we desire God more than sexual titillation, wealth

3. Great Commission expands through friendships — small/men’s/women’s groups

GC will never be fulfilled at SHF if we try to do it only Sunday morning

Community — teach one another; share; accountable; laugh and cry

Encouragement? — 20:29b

Gospel ends as it begins — with the promise that this baby would be “Immanuel,” “God with us.”

Whether you are struggling in your own heart

difficult time with your teenager

working with the sewer children in Budapest

“Nothing can separate you from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus”

May we be come GC disciples

Learn doctrine — model ethics — imparting what we do in fact possess
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