30 Beatitudes

Early in his ministry, Jesus went up mountain

Preached most famous sermon — “Sermon on the Mount”

Permeated English language — “turn cheek” — Lord’s Prayer

Stott, 15

Begins with “8 Beatitudes”

From the Latin word “blessed” — first word

Primary meaning of the word is not subjective: “happy”

People who are blessed by God may be happy, but not necessarily so

Most basic meaning is objective: “find approval” (from God)

Beatitudes are the message of how you and I can

find approval with God

that blessedness lives itself out day to day

1. Blessed are the poor in spirit … kingdom” (5:3)

Definition

“Recognition of our inability to be approved by God on our own”

“There is nothing I can do about my sin and separateness”

Recognition of spiritual bankruptcy

Stott, 39 — opposite of self-sufficiency/Christ-sufficiency

The fundamental characteristic of every disciple

Listed first: all other beatitudes flow from it — fundamental

Every person who becomes a disciple does so by first recognizing they have nothing to offer.

Promise: Kingdom is God’s rule in and over creation — my life — “blessed”

Consequences of “Poor in spirit” — “Golden chain”

2. “Blessed are those who mourn … comforted” (5:4)

Not salvation by sorrow.

Not salvation by merely acknowledging sin

Spiritual poverty, bankruptcy — moved, as it were, to tears

Confession to contrition/deep sorrow/repentance — mourn (Jas 4:8-9)

Promise: “They shall be comforted”

There is an end to spiritual emptiness — brokenness

Not by therapeutic preaching that wants you to feel good about yourself.

It is God who leads us through brokenness (mourn) to wholeness (comfort)

If not fully comforted, perhaps you have not fully mourned —  Rom 7:24

Yes, total comfort waits until heaven, but there is true, profound comfort now

3. “Blessed are the meek … inherit” (5:5)

The person who recognizes spiritual bankruptcy, to the point of mourning,

will not be a proud, arrogant, self-assertive person — neither a doormat

Meek: has an accurate assessment of himself — Stott, 43

Sees sinner praying: “there but for the grace of God go I.”

Promise: “they will inherit the earth” — opposite of expectations

Counter-cultural (first, last; greatest, least; be served but serve)—Stott/Hughes

4. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness” (5:6)

Meek have no righteousness in and of themselves — God’s righteous.

Promise: “they shall be satisfied” — Ps 107:9; John 6:35

If your hunger/thirst not satisfied — greatest joy/deepest delight 

Nibbled and sipped at his righteousness — Ps 42:1

Especially combination of 1/4 that shows the essence of the gospel
“Poor in Spirit”: nothing in my hand; drives non-disciple to his knees — A

Seek for God’s righteousness — cross — B

Relate to others (Poor, Mourn, Meek, Hunger)

5. “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy” (5:7)

“Compassion for people in need” (Stott, 47)

If you understand that you are spiritually bankrupt—extend mercy—receive

If you respond to people in arrogance/anger, not mercy, skewed view of yourself

6. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (5:8)

“Undivided, unmixed” — opposite of hypocrisy (two-faced)

Loyalty to our king is undivided — fully-devoted disciples — 6:24

There is no promise to see God if you are a part-time disciple

7. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God”

The merciful and pure do not pursue violence

Share in the character of their king, and so act like his son (or daughter)

Not “Peace at all costs”

E.g., no peace at the cost of ignoring sin — 12:18

8. Persecuted — 5:10, 11-12

No matter how hard you try — some will not live at peace with you

If you live as a son of the King, you will be persecuted — counter-cultural

John 15:18-20a — Stott, 52.

Oh, that SHF would be known as a persecuted church

Not primarily that “I like the worship” or “the Bible is preached”

Recognizes our spiritual bankruptcy — mourn; meek; hunger

Moves us to live in a counter-cultural way — fully-devoted disciples

Too difficult? Yes — Rebirth (3:3)

A: Poor in spirit; B: Seek his righteousness; C: Live counter-culturally
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