27. Birth of Jesus

First part of the Bible makes some amazing promises

God created Adam and Eve so they could enjoy a personal relationship

Did what they were not suppose to do — broke God’s rules — “sin”

Result: they and their descendants lost their relationship with God

God promised to some day do something about their sin — 3:15

1,800 B.C. — Promise to Abraham (Gen 12:3b)

Through Abraham he will bless all people (families)

1,000 B.C. — Promise to King David (2 Sam 7:12-14)

Physical descendant (“who shall come from your body”)

Reign over an eternal kingdom

Father/Son relationship

Came to be known as the “Messiah/Christ”

700 B.C. — Related prophecy from Micah 5:2

Messiah from Bethlehem

“Origin is of old, from ancient days”:  supernatural king

700 B.C. — Promise of a miraculous birth from a virgin (Isaiah 7:14)

“Immanuel” — “God with us”

Promise is not only that there would be a miraculous conception

Something supernatural about the child himself

About 700 years later, God kept his promises

Angel (Gabriel) visited a young woman (Mary)

Luke 1:26-38

Notice the promises God is starting to keep

1. Virgin (v 27)

Her Son, Jesus, fulfills God’s promise made through Isaiah

Connection between Jesus’ birth and I’s prophecy explicit in Matt 1:22-23

2. Joseph was a physical descendant of King David (v 27)

Jesus fulfills God’s promise to David

This Jesus will reign over his eternal kingdom forever

3. “Jesus”

“God is salvation” — Matt 1:21

Jesus fulfills promise to Adam & Eve, and all their descendants, to save from sins

4. Jesus will be a blessing to all …

And thereby fulfill God’s promise to Abraham

a. Blessed with forgiveness of sin

b. “Immanuel”: “God with us”

The greatest blessing we can ever receive through Abraham/anyone

is to enjoy a personal relationship with our creator — presence of God

Mary does become pregnant, as God promised

Goes to see her friend Elizabeth (Luke 1:39-56)

Luke 1:50

Distinction: blessing to all, but mercy only on some

Fear God

Approach God in reverential awe

Birth (Luke 2:1-7)

Angels announce Jesus’ birth to the shepherds (2:8-14)

Appropriate — very low on the social scale

Blessing of Abraham is available for all, even shepherds

“Great joy will be for all the people” (2:10)

Distinction of 2:14

God’s peace is only on those with whom he is pleased — fear him

“Peace” means that the conflict has ended and relationship restored — we all desperately need that peace

God does not treat all people the same

Fair to all

Only some receive his mercy and peace

Who then is this baby Jesus?

Fully God

“Son of the Most High/God” 

His Father is God, not Joseph — Jesus fulfills God’s promise in 2 Sam 7

Biblical language for being God (John 1:1; 10:30)

God could have sent the messiah some other way — born of a virgin

but he sent Jesus this way to make it clear that Jesus was God

Necessary, because in 33 years this baby will die on the cross

On that cross this baby will carry all the sins of all people.

No human being could endure that pain

And no human being can pay the penalty for another person’s sins

Only God could endure the pain,

and only God could apply his death as  the penalty for the sins of others.

Fully human

Born of a human mother — John 1:14

Mystery that we call the “incarnation” — greatest miracle

God could have sent the messiah some other way, but he sent Jesus this way to make it clear that he was also fully human

Necessary, so that Jesus could pay the penalty for human sin

Oranges cannot pay the penalty for fig trees

Only a human can pay the penalty for human sin

Heb 2:17

Jesus, as the incarnated God, becomes …

Unique revealer of God the Father (1:18)

Unique mediator/intercessor/High priest (1 Tim 2:5)

Unique savior (Heb 7:25)

No one else, especially no other human, can …

Mystery/beauty of the incarnation — good news to the shepherds

Not enough to simply know these facts (demons)

Takes more than intellectual assent to be at peace with God/mercy

A. Like Adam and Eve, we are sinners/separated from the relationship

B. Jesus, God-Man, died for my sin — penalty

C. Born again, live out our lives as God’s children

It’s all about Jesus — no wonder God prepared us for his birth with so many promises.

Offer of salvation from sin and relationship with God is offered freely to all — “good news to all people”

Invite you to receive God’s blessing — To be saved by his mercy

Walk in relationship with him, to finally be at peace.
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