24. Habakkuk

Habakkuk Prophesied Somewhere Between 640-610 B.C.

Assyria had conquered the northern kingdom of Israel c. 80 years earlier

Southern kingdom of Judah had gone through a spiritual revival

But by Habakkuk’s time it had degraded into being a wicked place

Rich oppressing the poor — controlled law courts — no justice

Habakkuk’s World was Not a Pretty Place

Hab’s book contains his discussion with God about this not-so-pretty place

Twice, Habakkuk asks God a question, and God answers

Chapter 3 contains Habakkuk’s response to God’s two answers

First Question and answer — 1:2-11

Classic Statement on the “Problem of Evil”

Underlying premise is that God is righteous/just

Reward righteous and punish wickedness

Why then does evil appear to triumph? — 1:2-4 — Judah not a pretty place

Honest Question To God

Pouring out his heart — presence of injustice/wickedness is painful to him

See something — liar not caught; adulterous spouse not consequences — P. of Evil

God answers

Punish Judah’s sin by sending the Chaldeans (Babylonians) — 1:5-7 — patience

Never tells Habakkuk when this will happen — 586 B.C. (c. 30 years later)

This just makes things worse for Habakkuk

As bad as it is in Judah, the Babylonians are worse.

Habakkuk Asks His Second Question

In 1:12 he asserts his faith

In 1:13 Habakkuk says he still does not understand

God answers (2:2ff.)

Notice especially 2:3 — in God’s timing — our job is not to fret but to wait

Starting in 2:6 —Babylonians as well will be destroyed for their sin

God is righteous and just, and will reward …

Once again, Habakkuk not told when — 539 B.C., 47 years after 586

Habakkuk probably never lived to see God’s promise fulfilled

We arrive at central question of book: How live in the in-between time?

On the one hand — there are certain things we know

God is righteous and just

God has promised to reward righteousness and punish wickedness

On the other hand — The righteous are not yet rewarded and the wicked not …

In the meantime — Righteous seem to go unrewarded and the wicked go …

E.g., Immoral student center of attention and modest student ignored

Unethical person at work promoted and the honest squeaks by

How do we live in the tension?

Answer is in 2:4 (!) —life of righteous person is characterized by faith

We generally think of faith in connection with becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ

Become right with God not by what we do but by believing —AB(C)

How Paul uses the verse (Rom 1:17; Gal 3:11)

More to God’s answer to Hab: “The righteous shall live by his faithfulness”

We become a disciple of JC by faith and then live every day in faithfulness

The life of the righteous person is permeated with faithfulness to God

Day in and day out the righteous person is faithful — continues to believe (God is …) and then to act on that belief (God will do …)

Heb 10:38-39 — 36, 39

Habakkuk’s Response in Chapter 3:1ff.

Responds in faith — 3:16b

Looks ahead to the coming destruction — 3:17-18
Habakkuk’s faith is not passive — not resignation, fatalism

Active — “will rejoice; take joy”

Faith frees us up — shackles of fear fall off — actively rejoice in who God is and what He is about to do

Laugh in the face of difficult circumstance — “So what? I still believe!”

What Does God Require of His Disciples?

At the most basic, fundamental level, at the bedrock of our existence?

We feel good about Him and ourselves? No!

Go to church? — Read our Bibles? — Believe the right things?

Do good things and don’t do bad things?

Good things that should characterize our life—but not most basic/fundamental

Most basic, fundamental thing God requires — faith (Heb 11:6)

Believe that He is … (righteous; just; His ways are best) — Paul

Believe that He will do … — Hebrews

Live every day, faithful to those convictions (e.g., of Heb 11)

Oh to be freed up by that kind of faith, every day of our lives

To see our faith(fullness) permeating every aspect of our life.

In the face of apparently insuperable odds, we still believe He is … 

No matter how good or bad, we still believe God is righteous/just and will …

No matter what I see and hear, I still believe God’s ways are the best.

This is the Kind of Faith frees you

From needing to be accepted at school — believe that knowing God is sweeter than friends

Girls, that frees you from the need to wear tight shirts that sell your bodies — believe it is better to be clothed in righteousness, adorned with modesty (1Tm 2:9).

Boys, that frees you from the need to be a sexual predator in order to prove yourself — believe that sex is a bond to be enjoyed only within marriage

Faith frees you from spending our lives earning financial security — bigger house; more toys; greater luxury — believe we are “strangers and exiles; seeking heavenly homeland” (Hebrews 11).

Faith frees you to see beyond the hurts and pains, disappointments and sorrows of life, to look in the face of “iniquity, destruction, and violence” — believe God is …

Question of Habakkuk is simple

Do you believe God? Will you be faithful to Him day in and day out?

In every day of pain and uncertainty, comfort and apparent security, will you agree with Habakkuk? — 3:17-18
Answer to the Problem of Evil
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