23. Hosea

While Isaiah and Micah are prophesying to the southern kingdom

Hosea was prophesying to northern kingdom (760-722 B.C.)
Hosea was prophesying in a time of material prosperity and spiritual bankruptcy

His Book contains graphic description of persistent sin — whore

Hosea also, graphically, portrays God’s persistent love for His faithless wife.

As a husband longs for his faithless wife to return home

so God longs to receive His people back — if they will be faithful

Begins with God telling Hosea to marry a prostitute (1-3)

He marries Gomer as an object lesson for the Jews.

Just as Hosea loves Gomer — desires her to be faithful — willing to forgive her and take her back — so also God …

1:2-9 (good chance Hosea was not the father of the last child)

What is amazing about the book of Hosea is that while it is primarily a judgment on persistent sin

At every stage, Hosea is still calling out to his wife: “If you will be faithful, I am willing to forgive.”

So also, at every stage of our sin, God is calling us …

Amazing: even in midst of our unfaithfulness God holds out forgiveness

2:16 is gut-wrenching

Try to imagine a perfect husband

Faithful and loving in all his ways

Never losing hope 

Always willing to forgive

Even though his wife is on 2nd street, sleeping with anyone who will pay.

Longs to hear his wife say, “You are my Husband.” “I love you.”

Amazing picture of our forgiving God — wants us back if we will be faithful

4 - 13: Powerful Portrait of the Downward Spiral of Sin

Spiral Starts with idolatry — 4:12a

Idolatry is more than wooden statutes — anything that takes the place of God

An idol is anything we desire more than God

We are idolaters if we love/desire/seek something more than we love God

Even in the midst of idolatry, our husband calls us to return — 2:14-15

Speed of the Downward Spiral is Increased by Luxury

10:1; 13:6

You and I cry out to God when we are in trouble

When money is flowing and life is free from pain — therefore, forget God

More and more we worship the gods of wealth and comfort

Children are caught in our downward spiral

4:6b, 13 (2:4) — Generational sin is an ugly thing

Contrast with Deut 6:7

It is one thing to mess up my own life,

It is one thing for me to become like the faithless children of Israel — idolaters

but are we willing to destroy the life of our children as well in the process?

Don’t be so melodramatic!

I’m not. Hosea is!

God through Moses — Exod 20:5

Even in the midst of detestable sin, our husband calls us to return — 10:12a

Eventually we become so thoroughly sinful that we are “useless”

8:8 (contrast with “nation of priests”)

Incapable of understanding (8:12) and “innocence” (8:5b)

“Became detestable like the thing they loved” (9:10)

“Determined to go after filth” (5:11)

“My people are bent on turning away from me” (11:7a)

“Cherish whoredom” (4:10-11) — “spirit of whoredom leads us astray” (4:12)

There is a bottom to the spiral — forgiveness becomes impossible

Not because God wouldn’t forgive his bride

Because his bride wouldn’t ask for forgiveness — 5:4

God withdraws —5:6 (9:12)

God drives them away into judgment — 9:15b

“Hard heart”; “Unforgivable sin”

This is what Hosea calls “whoredom”

Not the occasional sin — not when we commit a faithless act

When we have become faithless people

When we are faithless to God, when we fail to love him as we ought

When we love the things of this world more than we love him

Then we are idolaters — we are whores.

Yet, even at the bottom of the spiral — even when we must go through judgment 

Our loving husband stands on the other side

Still willing to forgive if we would but be faithful.

Longs to hear us say — 6:1-3 (refer to 11:8-9; chapter 14)

Even in the midst of detestable sin, our husband calls us to return
You and I are the Bride of Christ

 “I betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ” (2 Cor 11:2; cf. Eph 1:4)

Rev 19:6-9 — we will be clothed in faithfulness

Question of Hosea is as obvious as it is blunt: “Am I caught in the downward spiral of sin?

Idolater — loving/desiring/seeking something more than God?

Has my idolatry been sped up by my luxury? Fat and forgotten God?

Will my children pay the price for my sin?

Have I become useless, incapable of being innocent?

Am I at the bottom of the spiral — whore?

Your faithful God/husband stands before you

Arms outstretched, with a heart ready to forgive and receive you back

If only you will be faithful to Him.

Clothed in the righteous deeds of the saints
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