21. Isaiah and the Suffering Servant

There is a special promise that weaves its way through the OT

Individual who will come in the future who will be a savior

Starts in the Garden — 3:15 “He shall bruise you on the head.” — crush; kill
Surfaces throughout the OT: (Gen 12:13; 2 Sam 7:13; Isa 6:13; 7:14; 9:6; 11:1-3)

Promise comes to the forefront in Isaiah

Four prophecies about a person in the future

God will call him “My Servant” but the people will reject him (“Suffering”)

4th and most significant Servant passages — 52:13 – Chapter 53

Most quoted OT passage in the NT — “gospel in the OT”

Cross-references — prophecy fulfilled 700 years later by Jesus

1 (of 5 stanzas). 52:13-15 — Exaltation of the Servant

Isa 6

Exaltation is that much more amazing in light of his humiliation

Theme introduced in v 14 — Weight of his ministry, especially on the cross, had its affect on his appearance

53:2b — to look at him, never expect great things — scrawny b-ball player

Phil 2:6-11

2. 53:1-3 — Humiliation of the “Suffering” Servant

Human standpoint — loser

There was no natural reason to be attracted to this servant

Humble beginnings — No kingly splendor

In fact, people will reject him — appear to be a loser — full of sorrow and grief — people will turn away and not even look at him

3. 53:4-6 — Work of the Servant — heart of the prophecy

Watch the pronouns — “gospel in the OT”

1 (of 4). “borne … carried” (4a)

Often use the language of v 5 — punished for our sins 

True, but even more to it

2 Cor 5:21  “For our sake he [God] made him [Jesus] to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him [Jesus] we might become the righteousness of God.”

Not so much that he died in our place; He sinned in our place

Not so that I would be treated as if I were righteous, but so that I would be righteous — made righteous — participate in Jesus’ righteousness

“Substitutionary atonement” (5a)

John Bunyan

DCLA testimonies — realized reality of sin — what it meant for Jesus to die

2. Rejected by the people he came to save (4b)

More than rejected

“Wounded” — Israel museum — foot with spike

Jesus film for ten years — tears

“Crushed” — Weight of our sin — “My God My God, Why …”

3. Chastisement “brought us peace … we are healed” (5b)

Not feelings of peace that come and go — patch us up

“Sufficiency” of Christ’s sacrifice — Heb 10:10, 14

There is no sin so great that God cannot forgive — if you ask

No matter how big a sin, no matter how often

Prostitute on 2nd Street

Hen pecking wife that has made your husband’s life miserable

Hateful husband who has abused our wife and children

Rebellious child who done everything possible to make your parents, sisters, and brothers, hate you

Gospel: you can be at peace and totally healed — can move through hurt and dysfunction and sin to wholeness and peace and spiritual health

Don’t have to go to “mass” (“sacrifice”) every day and recrucify

Don’t have to suffer in Purgatory, as if the suffering helps Jesus save

Knock on doors with the Jehovah Witnesses

Do lots of religious things with the Baptists

You’re not the one that brings peace — healing —not something I do

“Upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace”

We do not help — not deserve — dead — while sinners Christ died

4. Universality of human sin — every one sinned (53:6)

No exceptions (Rom 3:10-11, 23) — Statement of Faith

Not your nice neighbor or your co-worker who does nice things for you

Every single person has wandered away from God’s path of righteousness

Grace responding to sin

God’s holiness enduring the darkness of sin for absolutely no reason other than He loves us — even though we are ugly and unlovely 

Makes no sense — thankful for God’s grace/mercy — while sinners

Final two stanzas

Repeat themes humiliation (53:7-9) Exaltation (53:10-12) — Fulfillment of prophecy

As Clear as the Gospel Gets — ABC

Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:25-27)

How will you respond to God’s Servant?

“Isaiah” means “Yahweh is salvation” — “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12) — only way to peace and healing.
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