20. Isaiah and the Holiness of God

100 years after Elijah, things are still going downhill

Northern kingdom of Israel

One bad king after another, with perhaps one exception (Jehu)

Eventually conquered by Assyria in 721 B.C. (2 Kings 17 — idolatry — broke cov.

Deported — resettled with foreigners (17:33 syncretism) — “Samaritans”

Southern kingdom of Judah did not fare that much better

Mix of good and bad kings

Series of four kings

Azariah (Uzziah) and Jotham (good) — syncretism allowed

Ahaz — wicked; child sacrifice

Hezekiah — destroyed high places — trusted the Lord (2 Kgs 8:5)

792 – 686 B.C. — Amos, Hosea, Micah

Isaiah prophesied during all four

Appears to be from an aristocratic family

Highly educated — vocabulary

One of the most quoted OT books in the NT

Dominated by the themes of God’s holiness, judgment, redemption

Vision of God’s Throne Room (Chapter 6)

6:1 — “Throne, high and lifted up”

Absolute and supreme power — 46:9-10

Words fail — describe what ultimately is indescribable — tries to pain picture

St. Helens

6:2-4 — Seraphim

6-winged creatures

Appear no where else in Scripture (perhaps 4 living creatures in Rev 4)

“Burning ones” — fire, burning brightly

Powerful themselves — when speak, foundations shake

Even they cannot look at the glory of God

Two wings cover their feet (humility) — cover their eyes

Exodus 19:16-20a

God of Holiniess and Glory

What do they say, with words that shake the foundation of the temple?

“Holy Holy Holy” — Not “Holy” or “Holy Holy”

Fullness of God’s holiness/majesty — came to know as the Trinity

“Holy” means the be set apart for God’s special use

Negatively — set apart from sin

Positively — dedicated to the service of God

But how do I define holiness as it pertains to God Himself?

Negatively — Set apart from all that is sinful

Positively — Fully dedicated to himself — his honor/glory

Nothing above God — worthy of worship — better, sweeter, more powerful — absolute in all His perfections — Piper

“The whole earth is full of his glory”

“Glory” is the visible representation of God’s holiness.

When someone gets a glimpse of God’s holiness, they see his glory.

Glory seen as a bright light, crashes of lightning, heard as peals of thunder, creation desperately trying to proclaim the glory of God

The “whole” earth — every corner of the world/reality tries to proclaim glory of creator

Thousands of genetic codes locked up in the DNA in each cell

Myriads of strange fish we never see swimming in the depths of the oceans

Thousands of different types of flowers in all the diverse splendor

To the trillions of stars that make up the trillions of galaxies

We see God being “lavish in his splendor,” and as a result …

All of the earth is full of His glory, and every corner proclaims His holiness

Oh, if only we would have eyes of faith to see and ears of faith to hear.

See the mountains or hear all the different birds chirping … glory of God

How Big is your God?

If only we could understand what Isaiah understood

But our God tends to become so small

Through our sin and the limitations of the flesh and our lack of vision

God shrinks, looses power, unable to save, irrelevant in our everyday life

Tendency to give him Sunday morning (if not summer) — soul, not life

He is Yahweh — creation, flood, exodus, raises from the dead, destroy this world and create a new one.

He is Yahweh, before whom the Seraphim speak and the foundations shake

How Big is Your God? Is He the God of Glory?

God of Judgment

How does Isaiah respond? 6:5

When we see God for who He is, it is our sin that becomes illuminated.

When we see His glory, we see our depravity, weakness, failures.

We can’t see God and take our sin lightly

Isaiah is not the only one

Children of Israel (Ex 19:16-20a) — 20:18-19

Moses — Bowed his head toward the earth and worshipped” (Ex 34:8)

Ezekiel — fell on his face (Ezek 1:28)

Apostle Thomas — “My Lord and My God”

We sing, “I see the Lord, high and lifted up”

Do we really?

Do you really want to see God high and lifted up?

I doubt we ever will this side of heaven

When we sing that song, we had better be prepared to fall flat on our faces, prostrate before him, crying out our confessions of sin — “Woe is me.”

God of Salvation/Restoration

More next week (chapters 52-53)

6:6-8

The “Burning One” takes a burning coal from God’s altar and removes our sin and calls us into service

If this isn’t the clearest picture of Jesus/disicple, I don’t know what is.

God in all his holiness and perfection and glory himself condescends to provide the means by which my ugly, dark, sinister sin is removed.

I have done nothing to deserve it — nothing to help

I simply cry out in my weakness — begging for the burning coal to be brought from God’s altar to touch my lips and to make me clean — to call me into the service of His glory — full-devoted

Not everyone responds like Isaiah Responds

700 years later this glorious God came to earth as a baby for judgment/salvation

Was spit on, beaten taunted, tortured, and murdered — raised

Some day I will stand before his throne

I will se Him, high and lifted up

And I will give an account for my life

Invite you to get ready to respond as Isaiah

See your sin

Repent and accept God’s forgiveness/restoration

Respond to His call — Here I am. Send me! — Fully-devoted disciples
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