16. Confrontation and Confession (Psalm 51)

2 Samuel begins with David hearing of Saul’s death

Anointed King in Judah (southern tribe)

For 7.5 years warring with the house of Saul  (esp. Abner)

Eventually, all the people agree to make David their king

30 years old — reigned for 37 years

Conquers most of the Promised Land

Neighboring countries pay tribute — Israel’s Golden Years (politically) — 1000 B.C.

Two major events

1. Davidic Covenant (2 Sam 7: 12-14)

2. David and Bathsheba

2 Sam 11-12 — read in detail this afternoon

David sees her bathing — married to Uriah (Hittite) — gets her pregnant

Compounds his sin by having her husband killed in battle

How can this person be “a man after God’s own heart”?

1. Good people fail — Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Gideon, Saul

2. How David responds to sin

2 Samuel 12

Prophet Nathan  confronts

David did confess — fly on the wall

Psalm 51:0

Powerful expressions of sorrow — repentance — faith in God’s forgiveness

1. Cry for Forgiveness (vv 1-2)

1. True Confession holds nothing back — complete/total admission of sin — no excuses

Didn’t point the finger at other people

Bathsheba shouldn’t have been taking bath where I could see her

Husband is a Hittite — I’m just a red-blooded man

No victim mentality

Not really all my fault — Poor me — life’s not fair — sharing of blame

What I did was  wrong — no excuses

“Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind.”

Rom 7:24 “Wretched man that I am. Who will deliver me from this body …?”

2. True Confession agrees with God that sin is horrible (words fail)

Doesn’t argue with Nathan — “Come on. Its not that big of a deal.”

Doesn’t paint sin in shades of gray, but in black and white.

Three different words for sin — totality of David’s horrible sin

Three pictures how the sin will be removed — totality of God’s merciful forgiveness

a.  “Blot out my transgressions”—remove my sin from books/records (erase; wipe clean)
b. “Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity” — sin is a stain that needs to be washed

c. “Cleanse me from my sin” — priestly language

Unclean (e.g., leper), removed from the community/fellowship — hyssop

Return to fellowship with God

Sure, if I had raped and murdered someone, I’d confess like this

But what I have done isn’t that bad, so there is no need to this type of confession

Lusted? Hated?

3. True Confession admits that it doesn’t deserve to be forgiven

No sense of David bargaining with God (look what I’ve done; King; Goliath)

Benefit of the doubt

David appeals to God’s character — Exodus 34:6b-7a

Love — “Abundant mercy” (compassion on the undeserving and needy)

Rest of the Psalm Spells out the Specifics

Most of it is clear by itself — no need for me to comment on it

Skip postscript in vv 18-19 about the effects of repentance on the community

Full admission of Guilt (vv 3-6)

(God’s judgment on sin is just)

Contrast between what God desires and David’s guilt

v 6: God is primarily concerned with the inside — who you are/what you do

v 5: Poetic statement emphasizing totality of David’s sin — feels/is filthy before God

Plea for forgiveness (vv 7-12)

God will forgive, and His forgiveness is complete/total

Sin leaves us with a deep sense of emptiness and loneliness

Forgiveness will bring fellowship with God (spirit), and joy and gladness

David doesn’t just want to be forgiven; he wants to be different!

Wants God to change him, so his heart will be clear and his spirit willing to obey

Not legalism — change my motor — what drives me to do what I do

Vow of the Penitent

If you will give me the opportunity, I will praise you to the people (vv 13-17)

•  Don’t respond to sin not with a defiant spirit but with a broken heart

•  Don’t argue that sin is not that bad — your heart must be broken and contrite

Powerful picture of confession and repentance

Full admission of guilt, holding nothing back — no excuses

Agreeing with God that my sin is horrible and dark and disgusting

God will forgive, not because I deserve it but because of God’s love and mercy

Times of Confession are Defining Moments — Who We Are

How will you respond when confronted with your sin?

1. Dig your heels in and refuse to confess

Blame others — Harden your heart

Not that bad ‑ paint sin in shades of gray

“Be nice to me, God (buddy, pal), according to your love and my goodness. Overlook my minor indiscretions. Sprinkle me with a little water — whether my fault or not.”

This person knows little of confession, and therefore little of forgiveness

Sad? Not fooling God when we refuse to confess

Confession is not for His sake, as if he weren’t sure

When we refuse to come clean, just hurt ourselves

God wants us to have joy/gladness—we are insisting on bitterness/anger

2. Man/Woman after God’s own heart

Begin by asking God to make my sin clear to me

Many chose to go through life justifying everything we say and do

Arms folded — scowls etched on our face

Unhappy and sullen

When our Nathan confronts us

Full admission of guilt, holding nothing back

Agree that sin is horrible — separated you from God, and filled with anger

Call on God’s mercy — nothing I deserve

Have you ever been so deeply aware of your sin that all you can do is cry out to God?

Have you ever fallen on your knees — grabbed your Bible — read/reread Psalm 51

It is in these times that you have known full repentance AND forgiveness

Your heart will be made clean — your spirit will be made willing

Experience the deepest joy/gladness — filth has been removed — friends again with our God

My prayer for you yesterday
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