15. Psalm 23

After David’s Victory over Goliath

Things continue well for him, at first

Close friends with Jonathan, Saul’s son 

Saul puts David in charge of part of the army — God blesses

Quickly things fall apart

Saul becomes jealous of David’s victories and repeatedly tries to kill him

Eventually David flees for his life into the desert

Joined by others (distress, bitter)

Difficult times —running and hiding from Saul, fighting

Just when you think it can’t get any worse — 1 Sam 30—all their families captured

David’s men start to turn against him

How will David respond? — Fought Goliath, Philistines — I wouldn’t kill Saul

If this is the thanks I get, then phooey!

David was a man after God’s heart — He responds in faith

David’s faith is woven throughout the fabric of the story

Nowhere more clearly than at 30:6 — God restores his soul

Backdrop to talking about Psalm 23

Don’t know when David wrote it 

It is through difficult situations such as this that David learned

“The Lord is my shepherd” — provide — protect

Central teaching in middle statement (v 4b): “You are with me”

Faith: in the midst of the uncertainties of life there is one thing that is certain

Out of conviction flows faith in God’s provision/protection

First of Two Images — God as Shepherd

23:1  “The Lord is my Shepherd”

What is striking is the intensely personal element throughout the Psalm (‘he’)

So much of Israelite worship had become corporate

Yahweh is often called the Shepherd of Israel — Shema (‘our”)

David understands that the Shema continues with “You (sing) shall love”

1 Sam 30:6 “his Lord”

David understands that there is more to true worship than corporate religion

What sets David apart–his understanding of the personal element in true rel.

Result: “I shall not want” — lack

Faith — the good shepherd will do his good job of providing for me

I shall not lack what? — Ps 84:11

Seven Ways the Good Shepherd Provides for His Sheep

Pure, unbridled, unrestrained faith in the provision of God

{1} “Makes me lie down in green pastures” — “I shall not want”

{2} “He leads me beside still waters” — “I shall not want”

Shepherd goes before — know his voice and follow

{3} “He restores my soul” — “I shall not want”

Hebrew for “me”

Revitalizes me — strengthens me — “comfort” (v 4)

Sense of slowing me down to catch a breath and to provide my needs

1 Samuel 30:6 — Jesus’ prayer life — Where do I turn?

{4} “Paths of righteousness”

Shepherd takes his sheep on the right path toward the right destination

God leads us along the right path — toward a destination that is truly good

“For his name sake” — ultimately, His honor, reputation

Human tendency is to think that I am the center of the universe

Faith: “All to the glory of God” — unifying theme (Ps 25:11; 31:3)

David understands that God is the center of the universe —revolves around Him.

23:4a  Moves from Faith in God’s Provision to Faith in God’s Protection
“Death” most likely is a Hebrew way of expressing the deepest darkness

Even if the shepherd leads his sheep through an extremely dark path (where predators might be waiting) or along a dangerous ravine — I will not fear

Presence of danger — even death — does not mean we are on the wrong path

In these situations fear says: God doesn’t care; lost control; up to me.

Especially in the midst of the pains/dangers of life, faith says, God is still “my” shepherd, and He is taking me to a better place.

23:4b Why does David believe in God’s Protection? — Center of the Psalm

Shift from “he” to “you” — even more personal — appropriate

Rod (club for fighting) and (shepherd’s) staff (for guidance)

Ps 16:11

Christianity is so much more than a corporate religion

Core is a personal relationship with my God who promises, “I will never leave you or forsake you.”

23:5 Second Image of God: Generous Banquet Host

All three emphasize the abundance of God’s provision for us

{5} Lavish — not a burger from Zips (on Francis) but a generous banquet

{6} Hospitality/rejoicing

{7} Excessive —abundant

Jesus: “I came that you might have life and have it abundantly.”

23:6 Conclusion — Final Affirmation of Faith

Instead of being pursued in the darkness by predators

David is pursued by God’s goodness and mercy (hesed) — 23:6

Covenant — v 6 doesn’t apply to everyone.

Three main affirmation — three main consequences

1,000 years later David’s Shepherd was Born

Name was Jesus

John 10:3b-5

10:10b-11 — a few years later he laid his life down, at the cross — paid price

Some day our good shepherd will return for us — in death, or end of time

Psalm 23:6b

Rev 7:15-17

The Question of Psalm 23 is — Are you one of his sheep?

Promises are only for his sheep — presence, provision, and protection

1. His sheep know they need a shepherd (admit sinners)

2. His sheep believe their shepherd laid his life down for them (paid price)

3. His sheep hear his voice and follow him (commit)

If not one of his sheep – ABC

If you are one of his sheep — Psalm 23 challenges you to live out your faith in the presence/provision/promise of my good shepherd.
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