
14. David and Goliath

Story of King David Starts in 1 Sam 16

Saul has rejected God, and God has rejected Saul as king over Israel

Secretly, Samuel anointed David as the new king

16:6-7 — Samuel looked on the outside

16:11 — Jesse is looking  on the outside

V 14 ​— Need a good musician to sooth Saul during this troubling times (v 18)

Went back and forth between shepherding and Saul

Goliath (1 Sam 17)

Initial confrontation between Goliath and Israel’s army (vv 1-11)

On the border between Judah and Philistia, about 17 miles from Jerusalem

On opposite sides of the Valley of Elah, 2-3 miles apart

Confrontation — vv 4-7 (9 feet tall; armor 125 lbs;  spearhead 15 lbs)

Detailed description of the armor is more than a historical curiosity

Challenge — vv 8-10 — Twice a day for 40 days — Common in ancient warfare

Mike Tyson challenging Steve to a fight  (Read With Me Bible)

Responded with fear — v 11

Theological condemnation because of lack of faith (Deut 20:1-4)

How far they have come from the Exodus — God of Red Sea

David — Interacts with the army, his big brother, and Saul (vv 12 - 39)

Others fear (v 23), but David responds in faith — vv 26b

Sees through the eyes of faith — God’s perspective — defy God

God has promised to defeat the enemies of his people

Doesn’t matter how big the enemy is — David believes God

Literary devices — play on words — contrasts — quote

Conflict with his big brother — vv 28-29

Eliab thinks he knows David’s heart — evil

Eliab really looks on the outside

“What did I say now? Get off my back.”

Saul hears about David’s willingness to fight — but young

Samuel, Jesse, Eliab, and now Saul look on the outside — see Goliath/David

I may be young but I’m not a wimp — vv 36a-37a

David’s greatest strength is not in his might but in the Lord’s strength

Not want Saul’s armor — diplomatically — “not used to it”

Real reason is theological — see in a few verses

David and Goliath (vv 40-54)

Prepares for battle — v 40

When manufactured — 2-3 inches across, made of flint

Israeli Ministry of Tourism refills the stream today

Goliath’s challenge (vv 41-44)

Staff/stick instead of a sword — Common curse

Dagon and the ark (1 Sam 5) — fell and then beheaded

David’s challenge is one of faith (vv 45-47)

Throwing Goliath’s words back in his face — one contrast after another

Emphatic pronouns — v 43 and v 45

Huge ghiamt with massive armor vs. sling/shepherd’s staff

Why describe in detail

Why not want Saul’s armor

Fight — vv 48-49, 50-51a

As Dagon fell and was beheaded, so also Goliath

Philistines routed and plundered — David’s victory (vv 54, 57b)

1 Sam 17 is not primarily the story of the victory of a young man

The story of the Lord defeating his enemies through a young shepherd

God working through someone who trusts Him wholeheartedly

Many Lessons — Challenge that We Should Step out in faith

David could have stayed in the back (where his big brother thought he belonged)

Even though David was a qualified fighter — not my battle — sheep

Chosen to do the “safe” thing — stay within his comfort zone

Couched it in religious terms — “Do not test God”

But David was a man after God’s heart (Acts 13:22)

This means He sees life through eyes of faith — Heb 11:6

David understood that God had commited himself to his people.

David believed that God would be victorious

And David wanted to be part of God’s victory

Not sit on the sidelines

Midst of the battle and experience first hand that the battle was the Lord’s.

David believed God

David understood that true faith always drives a person to act

Faith that lies dormant and doesn’t extend itself isn’t faith

James 2:26 — Faith that is lifeless is no faith at all

Faith by its very definition propels people to action

Sometimes we are called to step out in faith — still within our comfort zone

Even if it makes us a little uneasy, we’re okay with it 

Deal with a lion or a bear

Other times God calls us to step out in faith, way on to the end of the limb 

Human, sinful side will tend to respond with fear
Faith will always see life through God’s eyes — battle is the Lord’s

Whether inside or outside our comfort zone, faith says to

Step out in faith

Step up to the plate

If necessary, go out on a limb — for the battle belongs to the Lord

Mike Constantz (Bill Bright)

Hudson Taylor (Inland China Mission)

As we step out in faith

As we see goliaths fall by the hand of the Lord

What once was outside our comfort zone begins to fall within our comfort zone

David did not fear Goliath one bit — not fear — believed/knew that the battle was the Lord’s

What are the Goliaths in your life? Apparently insuperable challenge?

Then step up to the plate and step out on faith — run to battle and sling the rock

Watch God drive the rock home.

“David and Goliath” (3/9/03)
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