
12. Faith is not Genetic

Judges

Book of Deuteronomy ends with the death of Moses
Joshua, Moses’ right-hand man, takes his place

Book of Joshua is the story of the conquest of the Promised Land

Story of God giving the the land — Joshua 21:43-45

God kept his part of the covenant

Book of Joshua ends with a “Covenant Renewal Ceremony”

Chpt 24  — All tribes gathered at Shechem

Joshua recites Israel’s history

Call to renew their part of the covenant — 24:14-15

Remember: Covenant was conditional

They will inherit the blessings only if they follow God in loving obedience

Not enough for their parents to commit themselves to God

Each generation must make the commitment for themselves

People choose Yahweh, and the covenant is renewed

There are many things we pass on to our children genetically

Personalities — good and quirky — pronated ankles; tendency to sleep walk

One thing we do not, cannot, pass on — our faith

Faith is not genetic — there is no family plan for salvation

Hayden will not go to heaven because his dad is going to heaven

Explains the emphasis on teaching children since the Exodus — Deut 6:6-9

Our sons/daughters must be taught — make own decision to follow Jesus

APU — make your parents’ faith your own — covenant renewal

Stage is set for life in the promised land after Joshua — Book of Judges

Best of Times; Worst of Times (Tale of Two Cities, Dickens)

Best of times— Judges 2:7

Joshua’s generation was a great generation

Quickly becomes the worst of times — Judges 2:10b

Not destroy all the Canaanites (1:27 - end)

Did not complete God’s punishment of the Canaanites

Co-mingled with the Canaanites and eventually their gods

Downward spiral — “Each did what was right in their own eyes.”

Joshua’s generation — for the most part — were themselves faithful to God

1. Did not fully obey God

2. Failed to train their children

Their children did not make their parents’ faith their own

Interesting question: was Joshua’s generation really a success — ”great”?

Measure what is most important — entire generation

How far the Israelites fell

Deut 12:31 — every abominable thing that the Lord hates they have done
Baal and Asherah  were fertility gods — land and people
Sexual perversions (Lev 18) — homosexuality, incest, bestiality

Cycle

1. “Did what was evil in the sight of the Lord” — Baal

2. God sends an enemy nation to punish them — Midianites; Philistines

3. Israelites repented and called out to God for help

4. God sends a judge to save them — judge lead them for the rest of his life

Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, Jephthah, Samson — Gideon: Judges 6-8

Judges is a dark book

Few bright spots: God is always ready to forgive — even repeated, heinous sins

Failure to renew the covenant from generation to generation

Many lessons: Necessity of Covenant Renewal

Faith is not genetic

Each generation makes its own decision — every son/daughter

If the covenant isn’t renewed by our children

Each generation will do what is right in its own eyes

Our children will co-mingle — worship with the Baals of this world

Think of families and churches — start strong, end weak

First generation were godly — appeared — but didn’t train the next generation

Surprise, surprise — the next generation didn’t renew the covenant

For our part (adults)
1. Cannot impart what you do not possess

We must love the Lord our God with all … heart … soul … might

What matters most to us is loving Jesus

Not talking about church — loving church activity and programs

If only we were as passionate about loving God as we are about sports …

If only we were as quick to talk about Jesus as we are about weather ...

Barna — goals for children — no difference — education (spiritual 6th)

We must have a passionate, personal, obedient love of the person of Jesus Christ

Of being deeply, emotionally, in love with Jesus

His name constantly on our lips — live in and through us every day

We must be a Joshua generation — yet better

2. We must intentionally impart what we possess

Must be Joshua — “as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord”

Teach our children — Youth pastor cartoon

Home — dinner table (current forms of polytheism)

No guarantees — Shattered Dreams, Larry Crabb

Barna: spiritual influence on children — parents; adult friends of parents

Cross-generational church
Ed and Tacie Taylor have become uncle and aunt to our kids

Look in a mirror — Swindol’s metaphor — apron to serve or bib to be fed

This place primarily a place to serve others — encourage; comfort — Jn 13
Bib — all about us? — “Ask not what I can do for my church, …”

Measure what is most important

What do you consider to be signs of success and/or failure?

Your children leave here after high school — in love with Jesus

Or do they just leave?

For our Children’s part
Understand that they are called to make the decision for themselves

Faith is not genetic

At Judgment Seat, not ask “Who’s your daddy?”

Some day you must ask yourself the hard questions

Do I believe in God? 

Shema?

My prayer for my kids — struggle through — make their faith their own

Answer: Jesus is my greatest treasure

Every church is one generation away from failure — like nation of Israel
May we shed all forms of religious hypocrisy and meaningless traditions

Burn our bibs and tie on our aprons to serve one another

Individually affirm the Shema

And then commit ourselves to Deuteronomy 6:6-9

Measure what is truly important

Advance of God’s kingdom — in me — in the next generation
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