
7. Plagues and God’s Glory
Introduction
Gen 15:13-14 — God’s covenant with Abraham
“Land” is Egypt
Sets the stage for the book of Exodus
1:8-10
Led to slavery — eventually, murdering newborn baby boys
Moses is saved, eventually flees to Midian,
40 years later …
Burning Bush (Exodus 3)3:4b-6 — identifies himself as the God of his fathers
Fulfill covenant promises to Abraham — send Moses to save them
3:13-15 — Reveals his true name “YHWH” (“LORD”)
When God reveals his name, his name reveals God’s basic character
No vowels — vowels from Adonai to get Yahweh (Jehovah)
John 8:58 “Before Abraham was, I am” — stone him
Includes the ideas of ...
1. Existence — God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
2. Uniqueness — no one like him (e.g., 15:11)
3. “Immutability” — does not change — Mal 3:6
Moses heads toward Egypt with his brother, AaronGod tells Moses what he can expect — 4:21-23
Moses goes before Pharaoh (5:1-2) 
In the following chapters, there are two important statements by God
1. God will keep his covenantal promises — 6:6-8
Essence of the covenant: “I will be your God and you ...”
2. Yahweh will declare who he is to the Egyptians/Hebrews — 7:3-5
Why God hardens Pharaoh’s heart? Not respond to first plague?
God will declare His greatness to the Egyptians  — requires 10
Plagues (7:14 - chpt 10) — Same basic scenarioMoses confronts — Pharaoh’s heart hard — plague/repent — changes his mind
1-4. Nile to blood; Frogs; Gnats; Flies
5-9. Not on Israelites — Livestock; Boils; Hail; Locusts; Darkness (3 days)
Pharaoh’s heart is hard — will not let God’s people go
Preparation for the tenth plagueGod knows this will break Pharaoh’s heart 
Release and plunder — 11:4-6
God will kill every firstborn in Egypt, because Egypt is killing his firstborn
Passover (12 — summarize), and then the Tenth plague — 12:29-32
430 years earlier in Gen 15 — 70 to Egypt — 600,000 men (& women & children)
Story is not over (14. “Crossing the Red Sea”)God has Moses appear to be wandering in the desert — going in circles
God tells Moses — 14:3-4
Pharaoh is told the Israelites left — v 8
When Israelites see the Egyptians coming — vv 13-14
God parts the Red Sea — vv 16-18
God hardens their hearts — they are still responsible- — consequences
Bill: complete the story
What do we learn? (ex-odos)Concentrate on God and his part of the covenant
Next week — our part of the covenant
1. God is faithful — to keep his promises — to you, today
God will do whatever is necessary to keep his promises 
When times get difficult, we tend to become short-sighted
Tend to forget about God’s past acts of faithfulness
Exodus/Red Sea become the primary salvation event in the OT
Look at God’s faithfulness throughout time past — Red Seas in my life
If God did this, he will save you now — 14:13-14
2. God is most interested in His own glory — himself
Strange sounding — biblical
God is the only being for whom this is not arrogance
John Piper
Define it in reverse
Sin says that I am the center of the universe
I am to pursue my own good, my own self-interest
I am to praise myself
Unfortunate example — this is true in many (American) churches
The focus of worship is on how Sunday morning makes me feel
Honest: God exists for my pleasure — take my pain away — bless me
Almighty “I” becomes the center of worship
When we put ourselves at the center of the universe — idolatry
Why? Because we are not the greatest good
God is the greatest good — our most satisfying joy
He is the center of the universe.
Answer: We are most interested in God’s glory
Nothing we say or do diminishes his glory
He be praised above all else
We must be most interested in God’s glory
Anything less is idolatry — 1 Cor 10:31
Therefore, God also must be most interested in His own glory
Anything less than that for God would be sin
Isaiah’s refrain — 42:8; 43:7; 48:9,11
God pursues his own glory and praise
For us to do this is idolatry
For God it is the only just and right thing
Even to the point that he hardens Pharaoh’s heart
Kills the first-born of every family (judgment on sin)
Is God fair to do this? — Heart of faith cries out, “Yes.”
Rom 9:17-18, 19-21
Startling, radical view of God as the center of all things
John 11:14 and Lazarus “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
God’s glory is more important than anything else—even pain of plagues
If God is most interested in his own glory, so should we.
We serve a most amazing God
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob — Unique — Immutable  (YHWH)
A God who is absolutely faithful to his promises.
A God whose desire for his own glory supersedes everything else.
And the same desire should supersede all of ours as well.
7. Plagues and God’s Glory	2008	page 5
