Reflection Questions

4. The Flood (Genesis 6-9)

1.
Adam and Eve walked in the very presence of God. Eight generations later, the entire earth (except for Noah) was devoid of anything good. How does that happen? Have you ever seen the decay into unrighteousness over even a few generations?

2.
So often God is seen as an unhappy, vengeful old meanie. How would you take the idea of sin “grieving” the heart of God to explain the necessity of punishment to someone?

3.
When was the last time you thought that a certain sin wasn’t that big of a deal (and I am not talking about speeding or not coming to a full stop at a stop sign)? Why did you feel that way? Has anything changed?

4.
How could you tell the story of the flood to your children and properly balance God’s judgment and redemption?

5.
This is a good time for a little role playing. One of you is God. One is Noah. Another is his wife (and perhaps children). The rest in your group are Noah’s neighbors. Tell the story and bring out the radicalness of Noah’s faithful obedience.

6.
How do you think Noah’s neighbors reacted when it started to rain. First day of rain, then the second day, etc.

7.
How can we learn to see rain as a reminder of God’s judgment? If any of you have experienced a full storm in the southern part s of the United States, tell the rest of the people what they are like, how horrifying constant thunder can be. Maybe it will help them visualize the Flood story better.

8.
What is God asking you to do right now that seems silly, especially to those around you, but you know that he is calling you to respond in faith? Can you think of any historical characters other than Hudson Taylor and Noah who found themselves in this situation?
